
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
0701. Guidance Note – Use of Crossbows in Victoria 
 
(Guidance Notes are issued by the Archery Victoria Board.  They are not a policy but are designed to 
give guidance or information to clubs and members on particular issues.   Some of these issues may 
involve legislation.   Legislation must be followed and clubs or members cannot vary the legislative 
aspects of a guidance note.  Guidance Notes remain current until replaced or revoked.) 

 

1. Objectives 

 
The rules and regulations surrounding acquiring and use of a crossbow are often a heavily debated 
area within our sport, this guidance note endeavours to correctly explain any rules surrounding this 
area of our sport.  Legislation is unique to each state.   Only the Victorian legislation is covered in this 
Guidance Note. 
 
2. Acquiring and keeping a crossbow? 

 

There are two options for acquiring and keeping a crossbow in Victoria.   You either have to have a 

permit to acquire a prohibited weapon or you must be eligible for an exemption under the Control of 

Weapons Act 1990. 

A permit is acquired through Victoria Police.   This is the link to the Victoria Police websites application 

form, http://www.police.vic.gov.au/content.asp?Document_ID=3924. 

Exemptions from the requirement for a permit are covered under the Control of Weapons Act 1990 

Exemption to Possess Crossbows Order in Council – essentially an addendum to the Control of 

Weapons Act 1990.   The most recent addendum was published in the Australian Government Gazette 

on 5 Jun 2014 (a copy of addendum is attached to this Guidance Note for your information).   Like all 

legislation this is subject to change and you should always check for the most current legislation before 

proceeding with your acquisition. 

In order to acquire a crossbow with an exemption you must be a member of an organisation listed in 

the schedule to the Order in Council.   The schedule includes members of Archery Australia, Archery 

Victoria and members of clubs affiliated with Archery Victoria.   In order to gain an exemption you must 

apply in writing (email will suffice) to Victoria Police licensing services and ask for an exemption.  You 

cannot just assume that you have an exemption because you are a member of Archery Australia or an 

Archery Victoria Club.  You must get a written exemption from Victoria Police. 

If you gain an exemption you should keep a copy of that exemption along with your current 

membership card and photo id whenever you have the crossbow in your possession. 
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3. Storing and Transporting a Crossbow 

 

There are specific requirements for the storage and transport of a crossbow which are outlined in the 

Order in Council which is attached below.   Please read these requirements carefully and ensure you 

comply. 

4. Competing with a Crossbow 

 

There are a number of rules that must be followed in relation to the design of your crossbow when 

competing, such as restrictions on draw weight and sighting devices. These rules can be found at the 

following link, http://www.archery.org.au/Portals/22/Chapter15.pdf. 

Not all clubs allow the use of a Crossbow on their premises.   Some Local Government Authorities 

prohibit the use of crossbows whilst some clubs are not set up to safely deal with crossbows on their 

range.   Please consult the committee of the club you plan to shoot at prior to arrival and ensure that 

you have your exemption, membership card and photo ID with you when you attend a club. 

5. Responsibility of Archery Victoria Member Clubs 

 

Archery Victoria Member Clubs should ensure that all members who shoot crossbows at their club are 

compliant with the legislation.  Do not take for granted that a member is aware of the legislation and 

knows what they can and can’t do.   You must ensure that you sight the member’s exemption or permit 

before allowing them to shoot or compete on your range.   Member Clubs hosting tournaments must 

ensure that crossbow entrants have the required exemption or permit. 

It is recommended that each Member Club keep a register of crossbow owners along with a copy of 

their exemption. 

  

http://www.archery.org.au/Portals/22/Chapter15.pdf


 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


